AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the appii cation: 



1. (currently amended) An osteosynthetic device! | j j cony ism ii garde-alar- an 
intramedullary nai1[[V|'j having a longitudinal shape with a centra! axis, a first end, and a 
second end, wherein the shape of the device is helical 

2. (original) The osteosynthetic device of claim 1 . wherein the envelope of the helix is a 
cylinder having the same central axis as the helix. 

3. (currently amended) The osteosynthetic device of claim 1, wherein the helix has a 
rotation of less than 5 40 V p r efefably - less ■ th a n' .W>- 

4. (currently amended.) The osteosynthetic device of claim 1 .. wherein the radius of the 
cylinder is in the range of 10 to 50 mm, pr e ferably in the - ran g e of 15 to 30 m m . 

5. (currently amended) The osteosynthetic device of claim L wherein the pitch of the 
helix is in the range of 100 to 1 500 mmrftfeferably in th e range of 3 00 to 1 000 mm 

6. (currently amended.) The osteosynthetic device of claim 1. wherein the pitch of the 
helix is greater man 400 .mm. niele M\ Ian *f i-ia 

7. (original) The osteosynthetic device of claim L wherein the cross-section orthogonal 
to the central axis of the helix is a circle. 

8. (original) The osteosynthetic device of claim I , wherein the cross-section orthogonal 
to the central axis of the helix is a square or a star. 

9. (origmal) The osteosynthetic device of claim L wherein the second end is pointed. 

1 0. (original) The osteosynthetic device of claim 1 , wherein the cross-section orthogonal 
to the central axis of the helix is essentially a rectangle with the sides a and b. the larger side 
b being oriented to the outer and inner sides of the helix. 
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1 1 . (currently amended) The osteosynthetie device of claim 1 0. wherein die ratio of a:b is 
smaller than O.S vpr e fer a fely-smrfi e r-^ian ' O ' /M. 



12. (original) The osteosynthetie device of claim K\ wherein the essentially rectangular 
cross-section is rounded at its smaller sides a. 

1 3. (original) The osteosynthetie device of claim L wherein the portion of the helix near 
the first end is thicker than the portion of lb h 1 > i; 'I .tend end. 

! 4. (original) 'fhe osteosv mhetic device of claim i . wherein the central axis of the helix 
is a straight line. 

15. (currently amended) The osteosynthetie device of claim f w herein the cross-section 
orthogonal to the central axis has a maximum dimension in the range of 5 to 14 mm([J| 
pref e rab l y - ■ m the -ran g e of 7 to 1 1 mm . 

16. (currently amended) The osteosynthetie de vice of claim L wherein the length of the 
cylinder or of the helix is in the range of 200 to 500 rnm v ■ pr e ferably ■ in- th e ■ range ■ o f 33 0 mm 
to '1 00 mm . 

1 7. (original) The osteosynthetie device of claim I , wherein the device is provided with 
through holes for locking screws, preferably near the second end. 

18. (currently amended) The osteosy nthetie device of claim 1, wherein the device is 
provid es - provided with at least tw ^ - pf e ferahly-w i lfe - M-l e a s t-thr ee'through holes .for locking 
screws. 
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